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1) How long is the waiting list for 
a season ticked at Man Utd

a) 5 years
b) 10 years
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2) What’s the longest time anyone 
has had to wait in a traffic jam
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a) 3 hours
b) 6 hours

4) On average how long do 
people spend waiting in queues 
Christmas shopping
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a) 6 months
b) 1 year

5) If you ordered the new electric 
VW van today – how long would 
you be waiting before it arrived?
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b) 700 years

6) How long were God’s people 
waiting for the ‘consolation of 
Israel’
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Luke 2v25-32



The longest wait…

Luke 2v25: Now there was a man 
in Jerusalem called Simeon, who 
was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
on him.



The longest wait…

V26: It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah.



The longest wait…

V27: Moved by the Spirit, he 
went into the temple courts. 
When the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required,



The longest wait…

V28-29: Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying: 
“Sovereign Lord, as you have 
promised,

you may now dismiss your 
servant in peace.



The longest wait…

V30-31: For my eyes have seen 
your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in 
the sight of all nations:



The longest wait…

V32: a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles,

and the glory of your people 
Israel.”
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Jerusalem called Simeon, who 
was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
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The longest wait…

Isaiah 40v1: Comfort, 
comfort my people,

says your God.



The longest wait…

Isaiah 40v2: Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem,

and proclaim to her
that her hard service has been 
completed,



The longest wait…

that her sin has been paid for,
that she has received from 
the LORD’s hand

double for all her sins.
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V26: It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah.



The longest wait…

V27: Moved by the Spirit, he 
went into the temple courts. 
When the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required,



The longest wait…

V28-30: Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying: 
“Sovereign Lord, as you have 
promised,



The longest wait…

you may now dismiss your 
servant in peace. 

For my eyes have seen your 
salvation…



The longest wait…

1) All promises are fulfilled in 
Jesus

V29: “Sovereign Lord, as you 
have promised…



The longest wait…

2) God’s salvation is a person

V30: For my eyes have seen your 
salvation…



The longest wait…

3) You can die happy if you know 
Jesus

V29: “Sovereign Lord, as you 
have promised, you may now 
dismiss your servant in peace…



The longest wait…

4) Jesus came for all people

V30: For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have 
prepared in the sight of all 
nations…



The longest wait…

John 3v16: For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.
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